
1

Census 2021

Equalities Data and 
Analysis Plans

Dr Jesse Ransley
Ethnicity, Identity, Language and Religion (EILR) team 24 May 2021

EILR@ons.gov.uk



2

What’s included

• Who we are

• Why we’re here

• What we produced from Census 2011

• What do you need from Census 2021 analysis?

• How to get in touch

EILR@ons.gov.uk
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Who we are
Ethnicity, Identity, Language and Religion team

EILR@ons.gov.uk
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Ethnicity, Identity, Language and Religion team

• One of 12 'topic' teams

• Questions 14 to 19 on Census 2021

• National Identity

• Ethnicity 

• Religion

• Language

EILR@ons.gov.uk
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EILR: ‘Culture’ questions

• ‘Culture’ questions

• Self-identified, personal

• Include Protected Characteristics

• Lived experience

• Can be sensitive data

• Equalities data

• but also analysis

EILR@ons.gov.uk



6

Why we’re here
Your voice in planning our Census 2021 analysis

EILR@ons.gov.uk
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Your voice in planning our analysis

• The value of our data 

and analysis is in 

reflecting user needs

• What’s useful for your 

community or your 

group?

EILR@ons.gov.uk
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• Which themes or topics 

are important to you? 

• Health outcomes

• Disability

• Employment patterns

• Education outcomes

• Languages

• Generational change

• Carers

health

education

employment

housing

EILR@ons.gov.uk

Your voice in planning our analysis
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2011 Census
Examples from 2011 Census analysis

EILR@ons.gov.uk
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2011 Census analysis

• Religion - religious affiliation in England & Wales

• Ethnicity and national identity in England and Wales 2011

• Language - language in England & Wales

• What does the census tell us about religion in 2011?

• English language proficiency in England and Wales: main language and general health 

characteristics

• Gypsy or Irish Travellers smallest ethnic minority at 58,000

• People who could not speak English well or at all had a lower rate of employment

• What does the 2011 Census tell us about inter-ethnic relationships?

• Ethnicity and the labour Market

• What is your religion?

EILR@ons.gov.uk

http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/rel/census/2011-census/key-statistics-for-local-authorities-in-england-and-wales/rpt-religion.html
http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/rel/census/2011-census/key-statistics-for-local-authorities-in-england-and-wales/rpt-ethnicity.html
http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/rel/census/2011-census-analysis/language-in-england-and-wales-2011/rpt---language-in-england-and-wales--2011.html
http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/rel/census/2011-census/detailed-characteristics-for-local-authorities-in-england-and-wales/sty-religion.html
http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/rel/census/2011-census/detailed-characteristics-on-demography-for-2011-census-merged-wards-and-middle-layer-super-output-areas-in-england-and-wales/rpt-english-language-proficiency.html
http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/rel/census/2011-census-analysis/what-does-the-2011-census-tell-us-about-the-characteristics-of-gypsy-or-irish-travellers-in-england-and-wales-/sty-gypsy-or-irish-travellers.html
http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/rel/census/2011-census-analysis/english-language-proficiency-in-the-labour-market/sty-english-language-proficiency.html
http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/rel/census/2011-census-analysis/what-does-the-2011-census-tell-us-about-inter-ethnic-relationships/sty-relationships.html
http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/rel/census/2011-census-analysis/ethnicity-and-the-labour-market/rpt-ethnicity-and-the-labour-market--2011-census--england-and-wales.html
http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/rel/census/2011-census/key-statistics-for-local-authorities-in-england-and-wales/sty-what-is-your-religion.html
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Gypsy or Irish Travellers population report 

• Themes
• Country of birth

• Language

• Family relationships

• Accommodation

• Health

• Qualifications

• Economic activity

• Occupation type

• Infographic

http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/rel/census/2011-census-analysis/what-does-the-2011-census-tell-us-about-the-characteristics-of-gypsy-or-irish-travellers-in-england-and-wales-/sty-gypsy-or-irish-travellers.html
https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20160105215127/http:/www.ons.gov.uk/ons/rel/census/2011-census-analysis/what-does-the-2011-census-tell-us-about-the-characteristics-of-gypsy-or-irish-travellers-in-england-and-wales-/info-gypsy-or-irish-travellers.html
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Census 2021 plans
What do you need from Census 2021 analysis?

EILR@ons.gov.uk
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Our plans

• Analysis commitments: 

• Roma

• Sikh

• Jewish

• Somali and other African 

backgrounds

• Cornish

EILR@ons.gov.uk
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Our proposed plans

• Overviews

• Thematic analysis

• Mixed and Multiple Ethnicities

• Multi-ethnic households

• Black British, Asian British and emerging ethnic 

group identifications

• Ethnicity and income

• Ethnicity and crime

• ‘Populations profiles’

EILR@ons.gov.uk
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What we want to know

1. Themes and topics

2. New data / Old data

• ‘African background’ write-in box

• Roma tick-box

3. Priorities: What is most important?

4. Format needs

EILR@ons.gov.uk
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Data visualisation prototypes

Here are a few examples of prototypes we are developing to help users 

access, visualise and interpret Census data.

User Defined 

Areas
Scrolly Telling Census Data 

Vis Atlas
Dot Density 

Map

EILR@ons.gov.uk

https://bothness.github.io/geo-draw/
https://bothness.github.io/census-scrolly/
https://bothness.github.io/census-atlas/#/QS119EW005/E06000044/E01017036/13,-1.09231,50.79345
https://bothness.github.io/census-dots/
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How to get in touch 
EILR@ons.gov.uk

EILR@ons.gov.uk
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How to get in touch

• Online Consultation

• Contact us directly:

EILR@ons.gov.uk

EILR@ons.gov.uk

mailto:eilr@ons.gov.uk

