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Plan for the day

10:00 - 10:15     Getting started

10:15 - 10:30     A guide to Flourish

10:30 - 10:45     Flourish in action

10:45 - 11:00     Break

11:00 - 12:00     Let’s make a visualisation: 2 practical examples

12:00 - 12:30     Any questions/try your own data



A bit about me

I’m a freelance researcher and data scientist working mainly with charities.

I work a lot with 360Giving, a project which helps grantmakers share data about 
who they fund.

https://dkane.net/pages/about-me/ 

https://dkane.net/pages/about-me/


What else have you used?

From your booking forms:

Introduce yourself, and tell us what’s the one piece of data you’d like to 
visualise?



What is Flourish?



About Flourish

● Makes it easy to create 
charts, maps and other 
interactive visualisations

● Designed for journalists
● Free for most use cases
● UK Company

NB: I’m not affiliated with Flourish, just a fan (and 
user)!



Practicalities

● You need to sign up for an account
○ You can use a Google account

● Free if the data is made public
○ Make sure you’re not sharing sensitive data

● You need to have prepared data beforehand
○ You can copy and paste from Excel, or import a CSV file



Some alternative 
tools

Flourish isn’t the only tool to help 
visualise data

https://www.datawrapper.de/ 

https://plotly.com/chart-studio/ 

https://rawgraphs.io/ 

https://www.datawrapper.de/
https://plotly.com/chart-studio/
https://rawgraphs.io/


Some alternative 
tools II

Flourish isn’t the only tool to help 
visualise data

https://datastudio.google.com

https://powerbi.microsoft.com/ 

https://www.tableau.com 

https://datastudio.google.com
https://powerbi.microsoft.com/
https://www.tableau.com


Why Flourish?

● Easy to use

● Professional-looking 
visualisations

● Wide range of visualisation 
types

● Flexible

● Shareable

● Can embed on websites



Examples



Simple charts



https://health.org.uk/evidence-hub/transport/transport-trends/trends-in-financial-support-for-local-bus-services  

https://health.org.uk/evidence-hub/transport/transport-trends/trends-in-financial-support-for-local-bus-services


https://health.org.uk/evidence-hub/transport/transport-trends/trends-in-distance-travelled-by-transport-mode 

https://health.org.uk/evidence-hub/transport/transport-trends/trends-in-distance-travelled-by-transport-mode


https://health.org.uk/evidence-hub/transport/active-travel/relationship-between-physical-activity-and-health 

https://health.org.uk/evidence-hub/transport/active-travel/relationship-between-physical-activity-and-health


https://demos.flourish.studio/namehistory/?names=Mary,John,William,Elizabeth,Thomas,Sarah 

https://demos.flourish.studio/namehistory/?names=Mary,John,William,Elizabeth,Thomas,Sarah


Networks and relationships



https://public.flourish.studio/visualisation/155633/ 

https://public.flourish.studio/visualisation/155633/


https://public.flourish.studio/visualisation/989471/ 

https://public.flourish.studio/visualisation/989471/


https://public.flourish.studio/visualisation/6435206/

https://public.flourish.studio/visualisation/6435206/


Maps



https://public.flourish.studio/visualisation/450910/

https://public.flourish.studio/visualisation/450910/


https://public.flourish.studio/visualisation/1042739/

https://public.flourish.studio/visualisation/1042739/


https://public.flourish.studio/visualisation/409307/ 

https://public.flourish.studio/visualisation/409307/


Others



https://app.flourish.studio/@flourish/bar-chart-race 

https://app.flourish.studio/@flourish/bar-chart-race


https://flourish.studio/2019/10/17/cards-template/ 

https://flourish.studio/2019/10/17/cards-template/


https://flourish.studio/visualisations/survey-data/ 

https://flourish.studio/visualisations/survey-data/




Part 2: Let’s visualise some data



Preparing your data



What makes a good dataset?

http://www.clean-sheet.org/ ● One row for headers
● One row for each piece of data
● Don’t use:

○ Merged cells
○ Borders/blank cells as dividers
○ Colours to show information

● Don’t include totals at the bottom 
of the data (use a separate sheet 
instead)

http://www.clean-sheet.org/


Dataset we’re going to use

London Datastore:

- Employees earning below the London Living 
Wage (LLW)

https://data.london.gov.uk/dataset/earning-below-llw 

Part of a series of measures looking at 
Economic Fairness:

https://data.london.gov.uk/economic-fairn
ess/labour-market/ 

https://data.london.gov.uk/dataset/earning-below-llw
https://data.london.gov.uk/economic-fairness/labour-market/
https://data.london.gov.uk/economic-fairness/labour-market/


Dataset before cleaning



Dataset after cleaning



Here’s one I made earlier

https://www.dropbox.com/s/h15aboeqlioj8s2/employees-earning-below-llw-clean.csv?dl=1

Download this file and open in Excel

You can also copy the data straight from the web page:

https://www.dropbox.com/s/h15aboeqlioj8s2/employees-earning-below-llw-clean.csv?dl=0 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/h15aboeqlioj8s2/employees-earning-below-llw-clean.csv?dl=1
https://www.dropbox.com/s/h15aboeqlioj8s2/employees-earning-below-llw-clean.csv?dl=0


Exercise 1: Let’s make a simple chart



Step 1: Creating the chart

https://app.flourish.studio/projects 

https://app.flourish.studio/projects


Step 2: Add our data



Step 3: Select columns to use



Step 4: Preview the chart



Step 5: Clean up the chart



Step 6: Share the chart

https://public.flourish.studio/visualisation/6488473/ 

https://public.flourish.studio/visualisation/6488473/


Exercise 2: Making a map



Step 1: Creating the map

https://app.flourish.studio/projects 

https://app.flourish.studio/projects


Step 2: Remove the lines and dots

Change to “0”



Step 3: Add our data



Step 4: Select columns to use



Step 5: Preview the map



Step 6: Share the map

https://public.flourish.studio/visualisation/6490939/ 

https://public.flourish.studio/visualisation/6490939/


Taking it further



What we’ve done today

1. Make sure data is in the right format
2. Use a chart/map template
3. Add data to the right sheet
4. Use settings to get it looking right
5. Share the results



Lots of other 
templates to explore

What’s next?


